Seven Hills STAR

Achieving a quality education for all students in a caring environment

2A Lucas Road, Seven Hills NSW 2147
E: sevenhills-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Dates for your Diary
Week 5

Monday, 25" February Stage 3 Smooth Walking

Wednesday, 27t February Leaders [nduction Assembly at

9:15am

Thursday, 28" February. Sports in Schools K-6

Week 6
Monday, 4" March to Restorative Practices Australia
Wednesday, 6" March Staff Professional Learning,

student lessons, Parent
Workshop (time TBA)

Thursday, 7" March Sport in Schools K-6

Friday, 8t March K-6 Assembly (all K-6 parents

are welcome to attend)

T:9624 3441 F: 98384893
Website: https://sevenhills-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

Canteen: Wed- Fri
8.45am - 1.40pm

OOSH: Mon-Fri
6.30am —8.30am &
3.00pm —6.00pm
0421 058 783
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Principal’s Message

Welcome to the end of week 4. Where has the time gone!
The last two weeks have been extremely productive, with
students settled into their 2019 classes and class
programmes are now well underway. | have been
privileged enough to be invited into our classrooms to see
the type of tasks that the students have been involved in. |
have observed the use of engaging ‘hands-on’ activities,
the shared reading of quality picture books and the
authentic integration of technology, all of which is
underpinned by quality teaching practice. Having an
opportunity to go into classrooms has allowed me to get to
know the staff a little better. | see positive relationships
being established, resilience being built and achievements
being celebrated. As you drop your child at the school gate
each morning, know that they are in good hands, with the
dedicated and caring staff at Seven Hills Public School.

Meet the Teacher Afternoon

This year’s ‘Meet the Teacher Afternoon’ was a huge
success. We had an average of 56% of families from our
school attend, and to those that did, | thank you for taking
the time to come along to meet your child/ren’s classroom
teacher and discover a little bit more about your child’s
learning in 2019.

I had the pleasure of meeting a number of our families;
answering questions, communicating some of the
events/plans for 2019, enjoying a sausage sizzle and an
informal chat. There was such a nice feel across the school
and | am proud to be part of such a welcoming and friendly
school community.

The Director of Educational Leadership, Toni Kember, met
with me earlier this week to discuss my professional
development goals. Maximising community engagement
and establishing effective relationships with each and
every one of you is one of the gaols that | have identified
as it is of great importance to me. Working alongside you,
in partnership, will ultimately assist in guiding our students
(your children) to connect, succeed and thrive at school
and maximise their learning outcomes.

Please feel free to pop in and see me to have a chat. | value
suggestions and feedback from students, parents and
families, to ensure that we continue to provide the best

Page 1



Term 1 Week 4 Friday, 22" February 2019

educational opportunities for the children at Seven Hills
Public School.

Swimming Carnival

This year, we had seven students participate in the
combined swimming carnival. Their behaviour and team
spirit was impeccable. When | popped in to visit them, the
students were cheering on their peers and were
thoroughly enjoying the day. | would like to thank Mrs
Bernardi and Mrs Vowles for accompanying our students
to the event, helping them to get organised for their races,
timekeeping some of the events and transporting some of
the students to and from the venue. Your organisation of
this event ensured that our students had a great day.

= S = =z

¥
h!.!d; Education
sovemment | PUblic Schools

STEM- Innovative Learning Environments are coming!

During the Meet the Teacher afternoon, parents who
attended had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Christie Blatch.
As | mentioned in the previous newsletter, Mrs Blatch is
currently taking the RFF classes for STEM, using quality
picture books as a springboard for collaborative design and
make tasks.

Some exciting news to add to this is that last week, we
purchased some flexible furniture for our STEM room, that
is conducive to students being able to work collaboratively.

What is an innovative learning environment?

A learning environment includes the physical, social, and
educational context in which learning occurs. An
innovative environment supports the way that students
learn best. That is, the way the room is organised offers
students and teachers choice, flexibility, support and
connectedness.

I have included some information in this issue of the
newsletter (an excerpt from Linking pedagogy and space
by Dr Ken Fisher), outlining the different styles of learning
and the configurations of learning spaces that are
conducive to each style.

To maximise collaboration, problem-solving and designing
and making learning modes, the following pieces of
furniture will be debuting in the STEM room in the coming
weeks:
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P

T-Tables- writeable surface and storage space. Ideal for
collaboration and design and make projects.

Sif- % Stand re:L Bar CSiab Endd
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Sit to Stand Tech Bar-writeable surface tables and can be
utilised as a quiet area conducive to designing, student
research and the use of laptops.

Low Level tables- Offering groups of students an area to
discuss plans for designs and to seek feedback.

As part of our professional learning this term, Staff will be
undertaking research and dialogue around innovative
learning environments, in preparation for the arrival OfthlS
furniture in approximately 4-6 weeks’ time.
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Sport in Schools Australia

Sport in Schools lessons have been operating in our school
for a period of three weeks now and, from observations
and through feedback from the students themselves, they
appear to be enjoying this program.

While the majority of the students across the school are
participating, | would like to take this opportunity to
extend the invitation to families who have not yet paid.
Please know that if you are finding it difficult to financially
commit to this program, you are most welcome to call our
office on 02 9624 3441 and a payment plan can be
arranged. For those families that have misplaced the note,
feel free to obtain a new one from the office or download
one from our website.

Mini Lit & Macq Lit Support

This year Mrs Bernardi (Learning and Support Teacher)
and Mrs McLean (School Learning Support Officer)
have received training in Mini-Lit, a K-2 program
targeting students experiencing challenges with reading.
The Minilit program is delivered to a small group of
students 4-5 times per week, for one hour per lesson.
Each lesson comprises three main components:

= Sounds and Words Activities

= Text Reading

= Story Book Reading

Mrs Dakic Dobric (English as an Additional Language/
Dialect teacher) and Mrs Vowles (School Learning

Support Officer) received training in MacqLit, which is a
follow on program from Mini Lit, catering for 3-6
students experiencing challenges in reading. The

carefully
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constructed sequence of lessons teaches essential skills
such as:
= letter-sound correspondences presented in an easy
to hard sequence,
= Strategies for decoding multi-syllable words,
= Prefixes and suffixes, and
=  Generalising component skills through connected
text reading.
Each lesson is designed to last for one hour and is
implemented 4-5 times per week.

Students have undertaken a placement test to identify
those most suitable for the program. These lessons will
officially commence next week. | stress that these lessons
do not take the place of literacy sessions conducted by
your child’s classroom teacher. Departmental policy
stresses that priority is given to English and Mathematics,
therefore, these lessons have been scheduled at a later
time in the day to ensure that students are present for in-
class literacy and numeracy sessions.

If your child has been identified as a suitable candidate for
this program, a note will be sent home next week
informing you. This program is highly-regarded and the
research conducted around its impact reflects a high level
of success.

Friday, 22" February 2019

can restore and maintain positive relationships with
others. Having seen Vic and Liz from Restorative Practices
Australia work with a whole school community, | highly
recommend that you come along to the parent workshop
session. It is through their work that | have learned
invaluable skills in behaviour management which |
continue to adopt when dealing with conflict between
students at school.

If you would like further information, please visit their
website:

https://www.restorativepractices.org.au/

Thank you to those parents who filled out the Restorative
Practices survey sent home in the previous newsletter.
Your responses will help Vic and Liz to tailor their parent
workshop to meet the needs of our community. It is here
that | would like to announce the winner of the $50 Movie
Voucher. Congratulations, M. Haricharan (5/6S)

Website Re-launch

Lo s i i
@ _ Seven Hills Public School
P v

egriry in sduzatien

g Bosenees b ssees PN RS

| View our latest newsletter

Upcoming events.

Restorative Practices Australia

| mentioned in the previous newsletter that Restorative
Practices Australia are coming to work with students, staff
and parents on Monday 4™ March - Wednesday 6" March,
which is only two weeks away.

Next week, a note will be sent home outlining the day and
time of the parent workshop that will be held by this
organisation.

Restorative Practice is an effective behaviour intervention
strategy aimed at teaching students the ways in which they
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If you've visited our website recently, you will have noticed
some changes. Gone are the photos of our buildings,
replaced with happy, smiling students’ faces. Seven Hills
Public School is a great place to learn and we want to
showcase our school to the rest of our local community.

In the coming weeks, our website will continue to be
upgraded, with up-to-date information and some more
beautiful smiling faces. Further down the track, a new
parent information prospectus brochure will be developed
to showcase the many positive attributes our school has to
offer.

I would like to thank Mrs Sigg for her wonderful
photography skills. Many of the beautiful photos that she
took on the day are yet to be published, but will be used in
the coming future. Thank you again, Mrs Sigg.

Playground Equipment

Recently, | have been approached by some members of
our school community requesting an explanation around
why the playground equipment has been taped off.
Student safety is our number one priority in schools.
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Statistics show that “falls from playground equipment are
the most common cause of childhood injuries” (Playing
Safe: Guidelines for the installation and maintenance of
playground equipment in NSW government schools).

As principal, it is my duty to ensure the safety of the
students by minimising potential hazards on the school
site. In doing so, | requested a playground audit, which was
undertaken in the school holidays and determined our
equipment non-compliant against the mandated
Australian standards. Whilst it may appear to look safe, the
guidelines are in place for a reason. | owe it to the students
as part of my duty of care to ensure that this equipment
complies with safety standards before | allow them to play
on it. This is a temporary arrangement and the playground
will be up and running again once the necessary repairs
have been carried out.

Now that Mr Aziz is able to complete the lawnmowing at a
faster rate (with his newly acquired lawnmower), this
should free up more of his time to attend to the required
repairs.

Let’s go Digital!
We live in a society where technology is at out fingertips.

With that in mind, | wish to inform you that as of Term 2,
our newsletters will be moving to a digital format. We are
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currently exploring our options of what this will look like,
with many companies offering digital newsletter services
in line with society’s demand for increasing digital
communication platforms. For those families who do not
have access to the internet, you will still be able to request
a paper copy of the newsletter from the office.

| would also like to bring to your attention our preference
for online payments. It is very simple to make an online
school payment for any event.

1. log onto the school website at:

sevenhills-p.schools.nsw.gov.au

2. Find the make a payment button at the top of the
website screen.

MAKE A PAYMENT

3. Complete the information on the screen and follow the
prompts.

Seven Hills Public School

Make a Payment

For every online payment made this month, parents will go
into the draw to receive a $50 movie voucher. What are
you waiting for? Give it a try today!

Upcoming Assemblies
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On Wednesday, 27" February, we will be holding our
special Leader’s Induction assembly at 9:15am in the hall.
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This is a great opportunity for parents to come along and
celebrate this monumental achievement with their child.
We have special guests who have already confirmed their
attendance; Ms Toni Kember (Director, Educational
Leadership) and Mr Mark Taylor (Local Member for
Parliament). We look forward to celebrating with you next
Wednesday.

K-6 Assemblies are held fortnightly on Friday (even weeks)
from 2:10pm-3:00pm. All parents are invited to attend.
We hope to see you at the next assembly.

Looking forward to sharing the wonderful events and
achievements of our students in the next edition of the
newsletter.

Mrs Prout
w7 ¥Like” us on e
B3 facebook.| “1¥schoolstream Principal
vrvrwe tacebook com oot your school in the palm of your hand
“
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING NEW IN DANCE’

DANCE - INSPIRE - CREATE‘ EMPOWER

0 1 combination class a week includes jazz, tap, ballet & some magi
Q Convenient monthly payments for families
Q All Inclusive price packages, NO MORE to pay at concert time,

Q A studio that makes things easy for you

Q Offering a holistic approach to dance letting children explore all
the performing arts has to offer.

wRELACT A NEW APPROAC
WHERE Shelley Primary School

Blacktow‘n TO DANCE IS
WEBSITE (nnovativedance.com.au WAITING FOR

@% YOUR CHILD.

Registed providers for the

ENROL ONLINE
Arthin R Crantive Kide Srhamae T o D A Y

PIANO AND
KEYBOARD
LESSONS

ﬁ Winston Hills

* PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE TUITION

*

36 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN
NO STRESSFUL EXAMS
COMPETITIVE RATES

* ALL STYLES OF MUSIC

Beginners to Advanced
Ages 5 to 95

FIRST LESSON FREE

Phone 9639 2427 Mobile 0413 009 069

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK NUMBER WWC0609645E

Si¥1.
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NSW GIRLS GROUP

Established 1944

NEW SQUADRONS STARTING IN YOUR AREA
RECRUITING NOW

Get in on the ground fioor for...
« Excitement and Fun . Achi t and Recogniti
« Friendship and Team Spirit . Plenty of Challenge

I FREE TO JOIN WITH ACTIVE KIDS $100 VOUCHER l

FOR GIRLS AGED 870 18 YEARS ADULTS 18 YEARS & OVER
{s Free jo join with Aclive Kids $100 Voucher +  All prospeciive members 3 week Wiol period of no.
*  Meel new friends charge
+ Have lobs of fun «  Dishinclive Leoders uniform
*  Develop your confidence and self esteem Join o irendly Porent Support Group
{»  Troin fo be a Junior Leader »  Full irgining progeam o become a Leoder {Lodies)
» Bepodolaleam + Become a volunleer inshucior/Supervisor
{» Take port in sporiing, flying ond comping ocliviies »  Sociol lomily evenls
i+ Gelinvolved in your Community *  Savings plon for comps ond excursions
»  Inbersiole competition ¥rips *  Reguiar information updates in newsleliers
|+ Theory & prochicol closses in aviation, general +  Annval Awords Ceremony
{»  interest and Me skills * Al voluneers are NSW Working with Children Check
Recognifion for oll achievements ¢  compliant

i you'd like jo learn more, visit on operalional Squadron or call us loday!

Girks Squadrons also located at Albion Park, Beverly Hills, Blocktown, Doyols

@ KILDARE ROAD MEDICAL CENTRE

.. ALLERGY CLINIC NOW OPEN!

Do you suffer from a runny nose, runny or itchy eyes or excess mucous production?
If s0, you may be allergic to common airhorne allergens such as

animal dander

house dust mites

mould spores

poliens (grass, trees, weed)

“ e e e

To find out about diagnosis and treatment for these allergies book an appointment with
Or. Phil Humphris or Dr. Nabeel Makmahi today.

s onfine at kildaremedical. com.au
* vio the HotDoc App {free from the App Store)
« call Reception on 8822 3000

BULK BILLING OPEN 7 DAYS

36 Kildare Road, Blacktown, NSW 2148
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